[Twenty-one patients of malignant pleural mesothelioma in the Senshu district].
Twenty-one patients (15 men, 6 women, median age 67) were given a diagnosis of malignant pleural mesothelioma between March 1998 and December 2007 in our hospital. There was apparent occupational exposure of asbestos in 11 patients and suspicion of asbestos exposure in 5. Mean period recuired for diagnosis was 60 days with VATS and percutaneous needle biopsy. Eight patients underwent pleuropneumonectomy. Their median survival was 14.4 months, and the 2-year survival rate was approximately 30%. Seven other patients received chemotherapy, another patient underwent palliative radiotherapy and the remaining 5 patients received best supportive care. One patient had long survived (41.6 months) with gemcitabine-based chemotherapy. In the Senshu district, in the southern part of Osaka, there have been many asbestos spinning mills, so environmental exposure might occur. We should try to diagnose malignant mesothelioma for patients with pleural effusion even if they apparently do not have a history of asbestos exposure.